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TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 217869 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: VE 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO FOREIGN MINISTER CONSALVI 

PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM EUR DEPUTY ASST 
SECRETARY WILLIAM LUERS TO FOREIGN MINISTER AND MRS. 

CONSALVI: BEGIN QUOTE. DEAR MIMINA AND SIMON ALBERTO: I 
HAVE JUST LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF SILVIA. HER PASSING IS 
THE END TO A LONG PERIOD OF SUFFERING FOR YOUR FAMILY. I 
CAN SEND TO YOU FROM ME AND JANE ONLY OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
AND UNDERSTANDING. 

KNOWING HOW DIFFICULT THESE LAST YEARS HAVE BEEN FOR ALL 
OF YOU I CAN UNDERSTAND HOW PAINFUL IT MUST BE FOR YOU TO 
FEEL THAT, IN A CERTAIN SENSE, A STRUGGLE WAS LOST. YET 
IN SEEING YOU TOGETHER IN NEW YORK IT IS SO CLEAR TO ME THAT 
THE VITALITY, THE COURAGE AND EXTRAORDINARY GOOD HUMOR OF 
YOUR DAUGHTER COMPRESSED INTO THOSE FEW YEARS SOMETHING OF 
LOVE AND LIFE THAT HAS A SPECIAL AND COMPELLING MEANING. IT 
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WAS AT LEAST TO THIS OUTSIDER A FAMILY EXPERIENCE FOCUSED 
ON A MOMENT THAT HEIGHTENED THE APPRECIATION OF THE HUMAN 
LIFE AND SPIRIT. ON THE ONE EVENING AT YOUR HOUSE WHEN I 
SPENT SO MUCH TIME TALKING WITH SILVIA I FELT AN EXCITEMENT 
THAT WILL BE GREATLY MISSED BUT STILL LONG CHERISHED AS A 
MEMORY. I AM THINKING OF YOU ALL. MOST AFFECTIONATELY, 

BILL. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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